Risk factors for atherosclerotic aortoiliac occlusive disease.
Notwithstanding the difficulties in analysis because of the small number of studies available, patients with aortoiliac atherosclerosis, irrespective of their sex, have a particular "risk profile" that includes tobacco use, young age, diabetes (rare), frequent hypercholesterolemia, and limited atheroma. It must be remembered, however, that most studies have not dealt with the specific risk factors of lower limb arterial disease and the location of disease in the aortoiliac vessels. It is possible that the classical analysis of the vascular risk factors has overlooked one or more major factors such as hyperhomocysteinemia. This underscores the necessity to conduct further prospective studies specifically focused on the various aspects of lower limb and aortoiliac arterial disease in particular.